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gathered together all available troops from all directions for
a last struggle. Sherman occupied Goldsboro on March 21,
and effected a junction with Terry and Scofield, who had
after Hood's defeat been brought hither, and thus had not
less than 100,000 men between Goldsboro and Benton-
ville. This concluded the hostile part of the march
through the Carolinas. In reviewing the campaign, Sher-
man said:

" I cannot, even with any degree of precision, reca-
pitulate the vast amount of injury done the enemy, or the
quantity of guns and materials of war captured and de-
stroyed. In general terms, we have traversed the country
from Savannah to Goldsboro, with an average breadth of
forty miles, consuming all the forage, cattle, hogs, sheep,
poultry, cured meats, corn-meal, etc. The public enemy,
.instead of drawing supplies from that region to feed his
armies, will be compelled to send provisions from other
quarters to feed the inhabitants. * A map herewith, prepared
by my chief engineer, Colonel Poe, with the routes of the
four corps and cavalry, will show at a glance the country
traversed. Of course the abandonment to us by^ the enemy

Colonel Poe, the chief engineer of the army, said in his
report of the march:

" It involved an immense amount of bridging of every
kind known in active campaigning, and some four hundred
miles of corduroying. The latter was a very simple affair,
where there were plenty of fence rails, but, in their absence,
involved the severest labor. It was found that a fence on
each side of the road furnished enough rails for corduroy- .
ing it so as to make it passable. I estimate the amount of
corduroying at fully one hundred miles for each army corps.
This is a moderate estimate, and would make for the four
gorps some four Jjun4re$ miles of corduroying.e next day Charleston,
